AFRICAN AFFAIRS.

LETTERS FROM A NELSONTAN,
(Coneluded froin Yesterday).

Iz view of the state of social and poli-
tical affairs in Africa, the appended
extracts from letters written by Mr W,
W. Auderson to his father, Mr W, B. An-
derson, of Riwaka, on his way from the
Transvaul to England, should be read with
much interest : —

Iiotel de la Grande Bretagne, Caivos
26th November, 1898 (continued): ., . .
The following morning 1 was in front of
the temporary palace of the Sultan, (and
a very dingy temporary paiace it is),
whilst the Sultan was holding a reception.
There wasa company of Soudanesze drawn
up, and a British band, and we saw the
British Conaul and other foreign officials
coming and going, and several gaudily-
dressed Arab chiefs, many of them very
fat and unwiseldy though there were also
repregentatives of the lean and slipper
pantaloon stage amongst them, but all
~wearing their jewelled weapon in a lu-
~dicrously awkward manner. Iam told
- that many of them are very rich—largely
. from the slave trade. There are a lot of
| Mohammedan mosques in Zanzibar, and

they are ahsolutely unpretentious, plain,
square white buildings without windows
(very different from the mosqjues at Cairo)
but with archwaysthrough which the wor-
ghippers are plainly to be seen and heard
standiug and muttering their prayers,
and at times bowing low (towards Mecca)
falling on their knecs, bending their fore-
heads to the ground, ard rising uprigh$
again continuing their mutterings and
prayers.

The next morning T took a guide and
went for n long walk through native, In-
dian, and Arab quartsrs, and also to sce
varions public offices, consular buildings,
post cuiice, ete., and then a pretty walk in
the environs of the lown and stopped for

a rest af the club of the seamen of the
British men- of-war.

We Jett Zanzibar at 10 a. m. I do not
reinember what date, and started on a
Journey of eight days to Aden, only
broken by a stoppage at Tanga, a port on
the north of the coast of German East
Africa. I went on shore there and saw
what there was to see, which was not
very much, as it is only » small place -
plenty of natives, Arabs, and Indians, but
only about 100 Europeans. The vesszel
anchored out in the bay as usual and we
were rowed ashore. Oa the beach were a
couple of camels, the first I had seen in
use, a larg" fish also—like ashark which
some natives had caught and were cut-
ting up, and some old boats—probably
slave dhows. Then we went to see the
railway station. A new line runs from
here two or three hundred miles into this
German colony. After a walk into the
forest (palms, mangoes, ete), we had a
wall: around the small fort which the Ger-
mans hava built, and then returned to
the ship by the steam launch which had

AFRICAN AFFAIRS.

NELSON EVENING MAIL, VOLUME
XXXIIl, ISSUE 41, 17 FEBRUARY 1899

Using This Item

See our copyright guide for information on how you
may use this title.



been =ent for ws. I think it is about the
10th November, but ara ot sure, how-
ever I have not tu go on shift, so it doas
nct mutter, We have been travelling
along in sight of thoe N.E. coast for the
last two or three days, and a very raoky,
sandy, barren-lovking coast it i3, lam
told that it is sometimes called * No
Man’s Land * but that it is claimed by
Abyssinia, . ., At Dar-es-Salaam
three German nuns came aboard, 2nd
class tp Naples, and a binck girl abont 18
years old, who has rather a queer story
as I heard it, Some fellow sent her homa
to Germany to be educateed and then gos
her out here to German Rast Africa
again, She avived ta find that the man
had ot s¢ntehced to a long term of im.
priscnment foy illereating natives or some-
thing of that sort. She, being educated,
s 100 good now tolive like others of her
race so the Gepman authorities are send-
ing her back to Germany again. I sup-
posge thoy were puzzled to know what to
do witih her, .

It I could understand Gerwan ¥ should
enjoy the trip hettes, On my left ab tabla
is an {talian who tatks to me in hroken
English and I only uuderstands half of
what he says, On my right and at the
head of the wble is n young Jewess, and
zext on her right a German jew, I think,
Tc him she speaks German, at least she
did until they fell out—now they do
not speak as they pass by, bsfore they
used 1o monopolise the conversation. ‘I'o
the Italian ahe speaks French, to me she
"spenks broken English, but she is going
"{o improve on that— To you £ vill speak
via my eyes ” she informed me, indicat-
ing these erzans with her forefinger, She
i8 seasick more or less a'} the voyage, but.
dees not allow that to prevent a proper
enjoyment of the good things ofthe table.
Some of the fellows ars illnatured enouzh
to say that she cannot expect anything
elso  than te be sick when she stutfs hor-
solf wizh such a miscellany of fiod and
drink.  She says—with a wave of the
hand towards the sea. “ Zis morning I
vas sick two time, I am sick From ze frst
to ze last honr, whan 1 got to lomeh }
tink * Now on «e table' and I have to oo |
avay qviek.”  She told me that she was
tiking notes of the trip for & report for a
Frankfort paper and thai she was obsery-
ing the characte and peculiarities of the
passengars for the puipose, soperhaps she
will be “ taking mse off ” and have an ua-
conscious revenge for the above. I had
thonght to overtnke myself—that is, to
arrive in Cairo in this letter, but I think
I had bettor stop at this point now. i




