THE WAR COUNTRY IN
SOUTH AFRIUA.
TRAVELLING WITH REMOUNTS

Mr Wallace Anderson (a son of My
W. B. Anderson, of Riverside, Riwaka),
now in South Africa acting asa con-
ductor of the Cownissariat Depart-
ment in Capetown) writes howmne as fol-
lows :—

Remount Cawp, Stellenbosch,
Cape Calopy, luth Feh. 1udl.

This is a wilitary camp for horses and
mules, and I am hereas*® conductor,”
1hat is, to take the animals to and from
the various depots and to attend ty
them at the cawmp here when not so en-
gaged. Three of my best friends werc
here, Waites, Hings, and Morrisby, so 1
was very glad to come, especially as the
pay is a good deal hetter than what |
was getting at the Docks. I came out
here a fortnight ago yesterday (Satur-
day), and the same night [ was ordered
off to Ceres Road, Kimberley, and Mate-
king with a train load of 212 mules, 12,
100, and 100 for each place respectively,
50 I have been away just a tortnight,
having arrived herc again last mnight
in charge of 132 worn-out horses trowm
Kimberley. I think it has been the
most rough and terrible fortnight 1 cver
spent—a great deal of worry and trouble
and working day and night on and oft,
watering and feeding and attending to
the animwals, for whicn purpose I ha 15
natives with e, taking rations for our-
selves and forage for the animals with
us for each journey there and back. |
travelled in the guard-van, and when not

n the train slept anywhere ;. hut L have
not had all my clothes off all the tune.
Of course the journey was very interest.
ing, but the conditions were not favour-
able for enjoying it. 1 saw uiost of the
ground where the fighting in the early
part of the war took pliuce- Belmont,
Graspan, Magersfontein, Modder River,
and so on, as 1t mostly occurred near the
railway line. What [ saw was mostly
from the train, as [ had no opportunity
of going over any of the cround except
at Mafeking. From Dc Aar to Mafekmy
four trains wént, kecping close together,
with an armoured train in {ront ana
armoured trucks with troops behind, and
travelling only in the day ume. At
Windsorton we passed the wreckage of
the train that the Boers had captured
and burned a tew days previously, and it

..... o akll] asmanldasine whon 1 returned o
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few days later.

I stayed two nights at Mafcking wilt-
ing for a train to bring me back.  Winle
there I lived in a tent at the Remount
Depot. 'The station wae draped in black
for the Queen's death, and N1 shots were
fired from one of the onns at the Artil-
lery camp. Mafeking is a very small
town, in the midst of a vast plain. Lhere
is not much evidence of damage done by
the siege. The people there secimn to think
that it 1s quite possible that they mnay Le
besieged ,again ; but i s0 2t conld not
last long with so inany troops i the
country mew. It (Mafeking), s really
little more than a large mihtary canp
now.

At Victoria West we had o hittle ex-
citement. The natives complained that
sohiders had been stealing their things,
and the commandant lined up the =oldiers
to inquire into it. It appearcd that the
engine-driver had had a hand init. Thy
goldiers got very excited, and nothing
would do but one of them mnust fight the
engine-driver, which was done, and the
engine-driver was knocked out in about
two rounds. The soldiers were debght-
e,d and yelled and jumped around b
like Red lndians. The engine-driver
was then half led and half caumed off to
his engine, and we were allowed to pro-
ceed.

¥rom Mafeking to Kimberley wis the
best part of the journcy. Lt is very find
country. ‘There had heen fighting i
the neighbourhood of Warrenton a day
or two before we passed throwgh  Thy
train was fired on from a hill near the
line when we were a little south of Vry.
burg and we were hrought to i stop and
the Maxim turned on from the armoured
train but got no reply, and the trains
moved on again. They travel with great
care in that part of the country. Lvery
now and then ull up the line we come
upon cawnps and entrenchments, and the
old entrenchments and fortified places
that the Boers had wmade were visible
also from the railway; also here and
there the gravgs of soldiers.

I had the most trouble coming bLack
from Kimberley with the borses as they
have to be kept on their feet, as, if they
lie down they are liable to get trampled
on by the othcrs, and are often too weak
to get up again. I lost mne horses on the
way, which I had to putoff at the various
stations ; two had to be put off hefore
left Kimberley ; at Worcester (the
place where the Dutch conference was
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held), 1 put onec acau one out: and
another got crippled and [ had to geta
goldier to shoot 1t, and I left them on the
station platform. It was very carly in
the morning, in daylight; and at a
station where one can get assistance it is
not so bad ; but at night when travelling
or at payside stations 1t is very awkward
and stying. Stellenbosch is a very pretty
Dutch village —a fruit - growing district.
The camp is about five miles from the vil-
lage, and js situated on a farm belonging
to Mr Rhodes. Soldiers come and camp
here to get provided with horses before
going to the front. ‘['here are about
5000 animals here now. [t is ahout 35
miles from Capetown, so 1 shall not he
able to get into Town very often.

1 have been Lrought in contact with
military people very much lately, and
some are very nice fellows and others
just the opposite.  Young upstart subal-
terns who put on airs are very much dis-
liked. At the principal stations men arc
sadly overworked, and that naturally
affeets their tempers a good dead.

I daresay you would like to know whiat
yations consist of. 1 forget the exact
quantities, but it is so much hread (or
Lisewt), beef (tinned Australian or
American), coffee (or tea), and sugar per
day. 1 cannot do with much of the heef,
0 1 buya good deal and go to restaur-
ants.  When we arein camp we have a
o conductors’ mess,” aml plenty of good
plain food, but cookeid and served by
untives or Indians, and pretty rough, as
they are not over particular as to cleanli-
ness.

We are not in khaki, though solely
ander military control, with rifles and
handoliers ready for use for defensive
purposes, and with entrenchments about
the camp. 1 am glad we are not obliged
to wear khaki, asthen we should be liable
to be huinbugyged about and salute every
ofticer who comes along, whilst in civilian
dress we are as good as they are.

_Now, baving infheted this screed upon
you, 1 willrelease you for the present.
You see, 1 can only write you a long let-
ter when something turns up for me to
write about ; bnt there is really only one
topic  the war, and matters appertaiming
to the war are nceessavily the chief con-
corn with folks'here. 1 am afraid that 1t
is still far from being at an end, but let us
hope that that 1s nearer than 1t appears
to he.



